RECYCLING FUN FACTS

· In a lifetime, the average American will throw away 600 times his or her weight in garbage.  This means that each adult will leave a legacy of 90,000 lbs. of trash for his or her children.

· Recycling all of your home’s waste newsprint, cardboard, glass, and metal can reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 850 pounds a year.

· Each of us generates on average 4.4 pounds of waste per day per person.

· Enough energy is saved by recycling one aluminum can to run a TV set for three hours or to light one 100 watt bulb for 20 hours.

· Americans throw away enough aluminum every three months to rebuild our entire commercial air fleet.

· Annually, enough energy is saved by recycling steel to supply Los Angeles with electricity for almost 10 years.

· You can make 20 cans out of recycled material with the same amount of energy it takes to make one new one.

· Five recycled plastic bottles make enough fiberfill to stuff a ski jacket.

Recycling Plastic

About 7% of a dump is plastic.  2-liter soda bottles, bleach bottles, and other plastic containers are all recyclable.  To determine if a plastic product is recyclable, look on the bottom.  You should see a recycling symbol with a number inside from 1 to 7.  The number tells what kind of plastic it is.  The higher the number, the harder it is to recycle.  Recycle your plastic!  Plastic is considered the second most valuable element in the recycling system.    Plastic grocery and produce bags are collected in a barrel at the front of our stores.  Most grocery bags end up being recycled into plastic lumber.  Any plastic product made of a single type should be marked with the recycling symbol.  After all, the product may one day break or be replaced.  This includes toys, plastic hangars, trash cans, shelves, baskets, rain ponchos, and many other products.  Please be sure to put your recyclable containers in our plastic collection bins, located in the café.  All of our plastic food containers are all recyclable.  The only plastic that can not be recycled is the plastic utensils.  We have also brought in paper boxes for the salad bar and hot bar that can be composted.  Be sure to put these in the compost bin where you put your newspapers.  Look for more information on what is and is not able to be recycled or composted on the café tables in the near future.  We want to thank our customers in our efforts to increase what we recycle and compost.  

